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2 Muhammad Subuh Foundation

W E L C O M E

mission
The Muhammad Subuh Foundation honors the 
name of the founder of Subud, Bapak 
Muhammad Subuh Sumohadiwidjojo. It serves 
to build a lasting financial capacity for the 
Subud community, with emphasis on the long-
term aims of the World Subud Association.

vision
The Foundation envisages a Subud community 
that is active and effective in the world, in 
many fields of human endeavor. It supports 
this vision by providing financial and other 
assistance to a wide-range of activities and 
programs aimed at improving the condition of 
the communities they serve, including social 
and humanitarian work, cultural endeavors, 
child and youth programs.

values
As trustees of the Muhammad Subuh 
Foundation, we are guided in our work by the 
following values: 

Integrity In making decisions and carrying out 
our actions, we are committed to working 
through personal integrity and best practice 
combined with inner guidance and common 
sense.

Openness We base our relationship with 
donors, recipients and the community on 
transparency,candor and mutual trust. 

Diversity We value diversity of the human spirit 
and recognize the uniqueness of each human 
being and culture.

Sustainability We believe in effecting 
sustainable change that has transformational 
goals and measurable positive outcomes, 
recognizing that how things are done is as 
important as what is done.

to our first newsletter of  2012.  

I wanted to take this opportunity to give you a short 
update on what the Foundation has been doing and 
our plans for the future. Following the Rungan Sari 
annual meeting in mid June last year, the board of 
trustees undertook a twofold objective. First to 
strengthen the services that MSF provides to Subud 
organizations and their various activities.  Second, to 
deepen our capacity to pass on our collective physical 
and intangible assets to the next generation of Subud 
members.

During this period, MSF continued one of its main 
programs to support national organizations to invest in Subud houses and help 
provide latihan facilities to its membership. The support of the DR Congo 
illustrates well the role of MSF in supporting the development of the latihan 
around the world together with WSA.

An important collaboration program was also set up during that period with WSA 
for the preservation of Bapak’s audio recordings which will benefit the next 
generation of Subud members. The process of building up a partnership with 
WSA has been very constructive and enables us to develop a harmonious 
common long-term program for the long lasting conservation of Bapak’s talks.

Later this year, in June, the MSF board will meet at the Americas Gathering in 
Vancouver, Canada. MSF plans to launch a new fundraising drive in support of 
the archives, specifically preserving and restoring and managing the more than 
1,300 existing talks that Bapak gave over his lifetime and the talks by Ibu 
Rahayu. We also plan to premier our new short film about the work of the 
Muhammad Subuh Foundation.

We continue to seek support from the worldwide Subud community to continue 
our work to help build a lasting financial capacity and care for assets of the 
World Subud Association. Our funding continues to support the development of 
Subud in a variety of ways, such as international helper travel and humanitarian 
and cultural endeavors through Susila Dharma International Association and 
Subud International Cultural Association.

We hope you enjoy this edition of the MSF eNews and the new look!

Warmest Regards,

 

Bachtiar Lorot
 

Message from the  Chair of the Muhammad Subuh Foundation
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Subud DRC (Democratic Republic of Congo) is 
now on its way to completing its own National 
Subud Center in Kinshasa thanks to the generous 
donations from Subud members through the 
Muhammad Subuh Foundation.

In February, MSF approved a new request from 
Subud DRC of US$12,300 to complete renovations 
of their Subud premises. The new center will 
benefit some 100 members in the country.

In 2010, a property in a very bad state of repair, 
comprising two long blocks, was bought by Subud 
DRC to serve as a Subud Hall/National Centre, 
since the space they were renting at that time was 
totally inadequate for the size of the group. 

“In fact, the ladies’ hall was so tiny that if you were 
more than three members you could not move at 
all.”

The money needed for the initial purchase was 
met by two grants, one of US$15,000 from WSA 
and the other of US$25,000 from MSF.  In addition, 
MSF also provided an interest free loan of US
$15,000.  At the time, it was felt by the group that 
this sum would be sufficient to advance the work 
to completion.

The group proceeded to fence off the premises 
from their neighbors and the work of restoring the 
larger block began.  First the roof was replaced; 
then, the walls were demolished and rebuilt to 
create larger spaces. 

The idea was to construct two studio flats, which 
could be rented, thus providing for the next stage 
of the work: the restoration of the second block 
which would be used for Subud and provide two 
meeting halls and an office.

The work progressed well despite the tension that 
was being felt in the country, which was preparing 
for a presidential election at the end of the year.  
As the Election Day approached, violence erupted 
and many members were unable to leave their 
houses for several days.  Meanwhile, as inflation 
continued to increase, so did the price of 
materials, which led to this new funding request.

subud drc 

By Heloise Jackson, MSF Trustee

IF YOU HAVE A PLACE FOR LATIHAN [THE SPIRITUAL PRACTICE OF SUBUD] WHICH IS REALLY BIG 

AND OPEN AND WIDE ENOUGH FOR ALL OF YOU, AND REALLY SUITABLE - THIS WILL ITSELF GIVE 

YOU ADDITIONAL ENTHUSIASM TO DO THE LATIHAN MORE; AND IT IS THIS ENTHUSIASM WHICH 

WILL LEAD YOU QUICKLY TO RECEIVE MORE AND DEEPER GUIDANCE WHICH WILL BE OF 

GREATER USE FOR YOUR LIFE.” 

‣ Extract from a talk by Bapak: Recording 77 BRS 3  Copyright © 2012 the World Subud Association

 Finishing what it Started

Former Women's Latihan Hall in Kasa Vubu, DRC
Photographer: Heloise Jackson

Garrett Thompson and Jorge Guerin with DRC 
delegation in Inkisi during a visit of WSA, IHs 
and SDIA in 2008 Photographer: unknown

“ 
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subud drc
Finishing what i t  Started

Almost There
At their last visit by the Susila Dharma team, the 
work had stopped because the funds had run out.  
The ‘shell’ had been completed and new money 
was sought to finish the building: doors and 
windows, plumbing and sanitary work, floor 
tiling, electrical wiring, ceiling, roughcasting and 
painting.

The Foundation felt that without this new influx of 
cash, the work already achieved would be lost 
since the expected rent from the two completed 
studio flats would never materialize. The group 
would then be left with a half-finished building 
and no meeting facilities. As a result, MSF 
trustees agreed to accept this application in its 
totality and, furthermore, to transform this new 
request of US$12,300, which will be given in 
three separate phases, from a loan to a grant, to 
lessen the burden on Subud DRC.  

We hope and pray that the new Subud National 
Centre will soon take shape and that our brothers 
and sisters from that part of the world will begin 
to be self-sufficient and be able to provide 
suitable premises for the worship of God through 
the latihan [the spiritual practice of Subud]New Subud House provides a larger facility but 

still much work needs to be done 
Photo courtesy: Heloise Jackson

Heloise Jackson with DRC women's group in 
2007 Photographer: unknown
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Preserving Bapak’s Words for Humanity

By Heloise Jackson, MSF Trustee 
with contributions from Amalijah 
Thompson, Subud Archivist

Bapak and Ibu in Vancouver, 1963, 
photographer Lindsay Simon, 
photo courtesy WSA Archive Canberra

the legacy 
project

In 1976, Bapak advised ISC (International Subud 
Committee) to ensure the preservation of archives 
to show the historical development of the kejiwaan 
[spiritual] organization of Subud. Archives globally 
are in a transition period, emerging from a period 
of stable and long lasting formats such as paper, 
analogue sound recordings and film, to a period of 
instability where fast-moving technological 
change is the norm and nothing is certain. 

Bapak’s talks fall somewhere in the middle of this 
dilemma. To try to preserve them with full 
integrity and within their historical context 
through this transition period into a future we 
can’t predict is not easy.

These original recordings were taken care of and 
stored for around 30 years by Faisal Sillem. During 
his four decades of dedication to this work, Faisal 
had catalogued some 1,315 of Bapak talks. 

The recordings vary in quality, condition, and 
therefore their preservation needs.  In 2007, the 
World Subud Association (WSA) realized the talks 
were at risk, and over the next two years serious 
research and investigations took place to find the 
best way to preserve this material for the future.

Seeking a Solution
A thorough feasibility study was conducted around 
the world and it was decided that Memnon, a 
Belgian company well-known to archivists, was 
the quickest, least expensive and best option that 
gave the highest quality digital files needed. 

In July 2009, the set of original recordings was 
transferred by the WSA from the storeroom in 
Eindhoven to Memnon in Brussels for a visual 
inspection and to begin to establish costs and 
options to move forward. When these were 
approved, 24 tapes of various types and qualities 
were selected for digital sampling. This pilot 
project was completed in October 2011 and, in 
December, contracts between Memnon and MSF 
were completed and the work of preservation and 
restoration began.

 WSA supported the pilot project with Memnon and MSF will be 
heading up the fundraising campaign. The digitalization process 
is a continuous one and has to be reviewed every 9 years or so.
Photo: Courtesy of Memnon
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The Million-Dollar Question
The Muhammad Subuh Foundation is providing 
some US$150,000 to cover all the costs with 
Memnon this year. But much more is needed.

As Memnon processes the tapes, it is likely that 
they will find that some will need more work than 
others. In addition, there are thousands upon 
thousands of original documents, videos and films 
that need to be preserved, including the video 
talks of Bapak and Ibu Siti Rahayu.

“The current archive collections comprise a range 
of sound recordings, film and video, paper-based 
documents, photographs, publications, media 
clippings, artworks, maps and plans, ephemera, 
electronic records and digital versions of original 
items. The items in the collections are in various 
formats, held in various locations, managed in 
different ways to different standards, and are in 
various levels of safe preservation.” Amalijah 
Thompson, Subud Archivist

Permanent archives facilities are needed to store 
all these materials to professional standards.

MSF estimates that one million US dollars will be 
needed to preserve, manage and maintain the 
overall archives collection in the years to come.

Proof and Evidence of Subud
The preservation of the Subud archives is an 
ongoing and permanent process. Apart from the 
personal impact these talks have on many Subud 
members, the archives also provide the proof and 
evidence of their context as well as the overall 
development of Subud as an organization working 
through the Grace of God to improve the condition 
of humankind.

In this day and age, it is essential that our archives 
be managed professionally to ensure their 
authenticity over time. An intensive fundraising 
campaign dubbed ‘The Legacy Project’ to help with 
this is being prepared and will be launched this 
year. Although the amount we need may seem out 
of reach, we believe that together we can, over 

time, raise the funds needed to continue with this 
very important project. The longer we delay, the 
more costs rise, and our window of opportunity is 
lost.

The original recordings of Bapak’s talks represent 
an extraordinary asset for Subud members today 
and especially for future generations of people 
who never met Bapak and wish to worship 
Almighty God through the Latihan Kejiwaan 
[spiritual practice] of Subud. And so, the 
preservation of Bapak’s voice to the best quality 
technology can provide, has come to this 
generation of Subud members to safeguard, and 
together we can make this project a reality.

The Legacy Project
Preser ving Bapak’s Words for Humanity

“How very fortunate some of us are to have heard 
and experienced Bapak first-hand.  I was one of 
these lucky ones, and when I hear the recordings 
again, I am transported back to those wonderful 
and very special times. Now, these recordings are 
all that remain of what it was like to be in Bapak’s 
presence and to hear his voice. Every second we 
delay this preservation work, the more data on the 
recordings is lost.  Your donations can save 
Bapak’s recordings before it is too late; before the 
recordings are lost forever.” Hannah Baerveldt, MSF 

Trustee 

Bapak in the Djamichunatra, Coombe Springs, England c 1957 – 1959, 
photographer unknown, 
photo courtesy WSA Archive Canberra. 



7 Muhammad Subuh Foundation

The Muhammad Subud Foundation vision is based 
on providing financial and other assistance to a 
wide-range of activities and programs with 
emphasis on the long-term aims of the World 
Subud Association.

Our funds come from Subud members and are 
used to support Subud members, and the 
activities of Subud groups and Subud 
organizations.  MSF is a strong supporter of the 
humanitarian work of Susila Dharma International 
Association (SDIA).

“The Muhammad Subuh Foundation strives to 
provide Susila Dharma International and its many 
social projects with as much funding and support 
as it possibly can.  We recognize the importance of 
Subud providing essential support to people in 
need throughout the world.”  Rayner Sutherland, MSF 
Executive Director

More recently, MSF approved a grant of US$50,000 
to provide Susila Dharma with an envelope of 
funding. 

Over the years the foundation has worked with 
SDIA in its goal to relieve human suffering and 
promote just and sustainable development.  Since 
1996, MSF has provided just over US$245,000 to 
SDIA.

A Stronger Partnership
In 2010, the two organizations forged a stronger 
partnership that empowers and strengthens SDIA 
and improves our overall cooperation while 
helping to streamline funding mechanisms.

A recently-signed MSF-SDIA Memorandum of 
Understanding calls for all social project funding 
from MSF, whether for a local Susila Dharma 
project or otherwise, to be channeled through 
SDIA, and provides for SDIA to  receive a 
management and administration fee. 

This same MOU also calls for MSF to annually 
consider providing SDIA with an additional grant 
for SDIA’s annual capacity building services, as 
was done in 2010. This capacity building services 
grant can be used to pay for SDIA’s own personnel 
costs, to hire an external consultant to support a 
Susila Dharma project, etc.

“It is hoped that this new relationship will grow 
harmoniously and truly benefit the people that 
Susila Dharma serves around the world as Bapak 
had so often advised us all to do”, said Rayner 
Sutherland, MSF Executive Director

MSF and SDIA  
A Match Made in Heaven 

“  B A PA K  C A N N O T  G E T  AWAY  F R O M  T H E  FA C T  T H AT  S O C I A L  A C T I V I T I E S   
O R  C H A R I TA B L E  A C T I V I T I E S  A R E  F O R  U S  S U B U D  M E M B E R S ,  T R U LY  T H E  
W I L L  O F  A L M I G H T Y  G O D ”

‣ Extract from a talk by Bapak: Recording 81 NYC 5 Copyright © 2012 the World Subud Association

MSF supports the development of the Subud 
organizations such as SDIA, which provided technical 
support for a YUM project that sponsors 50 children 
in West Java and Kalimantan.
Photo: courtesy YUM
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The Muhammad Subud 
Foundation has been a strong 
supporter of scholarships as a 
way for young people to develop 
their talents and fulfill their 
dreams. The impact education 
can have on a young person, 
especially those from less 
wealthy countries, can be 
enormous - helping not only 
themselves, but their families 
and communities to break the 
cycle of poverty. 

In Indonesia, for example, less 
than 20 percent of young 
teenagers can go on to higher 
education and just five percent 
of High School students go on to 
university, college or vocational 
schools. 

Rilida Yuliwulani, a young 
woman from Kalimantan has 
been able to beat those odds 
with support from MSF and YUM 
(Yayasan Usaha Mulia).  As a 
child, Rilida always had one goal 
in life: to be a nurse. 

“As long as I can remember, I 
always wanted to help people. 
When I was a child my mother 
was quite ill and I wanted to be 

able to help her in some way and 
that inspired me to become a 
nurse,” said Rilida.

Rilida worked hard in school and 
was accepted into nursing 
school in Banjarmasin, South 
Kalimantan.  She graduated in 
2011 and is now doing her 
internship at a local hospital.  

Paying it Forward
After completing her one-year 
internship, Rilida will work with 
YUM for two years.  In this way, 
Rilida will be able to give back 
and support YUM in its various 
health programmes.  Her 
experience will be well 
appreciated in Central 
Kalimantan where there is just 
one doctor for every 13,000 
people.

So far, YUM has been able to 
provide three university 
scholarships to young adults 
under the age of 26 through the 
Francois and Lucienne Farkas 
Endowment Fund, which is 
managed by MSF. 

Rilida's dream comes true at her 
graduation in 2011. 
Photo: courtesy YUM

“As long as I can remember, I 
always wanted to help people. 
When I was a child my mother 
was quite ill and I wanted to be 
able to help her in some way and 
that inspired me to become a 
nurse,” Rilidia Yuliwulani, MSF 
recipient.

Rilida Yuliwulani: 
When Childhood Dreams Come True

Where are 
they now ?
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Michael Schermele
Laura West
Gerhard Wannet
Leonard van Willenswaard
Anonymous
Emmanuel  & Amelia Williams
Mashuri L. Warren
A.J. & M.L. Warren
Idina Waugh
Elwyn Waugh
H. Taylor
Miftach & Astrid Taylor
Hubert Thomson
Bethia Tooth
J.R.H. Adams
Marzuki Andujar
Simon Andrews
Heather Bodkin
Faqith Rohana Bourne
Vivana Brodey
R.R. Bachelor
Anonymous
Louisa Bedford
Latifah Brett
Sophia Bigwood
Frederick & Melanie Branchflower
H. Ball
A. & M. Bakar
Hilda M. Blakey
Michael Cutter
Roy Charles
Mashud Darlington
Sulayman J.T. Dowell

Evan H. Padilla Family Trust
Estate Rachmat Keith Fischer
Reynold Forster
Karen Ann Gamblin
Anonymous
Samuel & Helena Gudgeon
Honora Gough
Renee Goetz
Stephen Hobson
Laura Hill
Luthfi Hill
R. Hutchinson
Hilde M. Hoenningstad
H. Honig
Erland Hayes
Lambert & Margaret Hughes
R. & M. Jelman
Manuel R. Jamison
Anonymous
Ernst Otto Knapheide
Achmad Kooyman
Leonard Lassalle
Hadidja Lansen
H.P. Lennox
Estate Ronald Leask (Helen Leask)
S. Lemere-Goff
S.A. Matschoss
Anonymous
H.B. Makins
E.R. Mason
Harun Magnuson
Latif Marotti
S.D. Sverige

Vivianne Trumen
Ingrid Magner Blomqvist
Larson & Miriam Rimkeit
Icsan & Roosmiwati Reynolds
Robert & Jill Rayment
Howard Pattinson
Reynold Palmer
Anonymous
Raphael & Michaele O'Leary
Miriam Newman
Sylvia Nilsson
L.M.J. Noel
Tuong The Nguyen
Peter & Silvana Neal
Subud Chelsea Center (New York)
Juan Sabates Ferrer
Hemma Sullivan
Clice & Lynn Stephenson
Istafiah de Souza
Richard Salisbury
Rohanna Goodwin Smith
Alton Saunders
Lucas Horton
Olvia Reksodipoetro
Husein Patel
Aminah Bejarano
Irwan Mathis

MSF General Fund 
Leonard Sivley
Anonymous 

msf donor 
recognition 

Dorothea Hamidah Rogers New MSF Liaison - 
Subud Britain 
Photo : Courtesy Dorothea

Welcome to our New 
MSF Liaisons

MSF is pleased to announce three 
new liaisons, Hermina Ruetz for 
Germany, Maria Wallington for 
USA and Dorothea Hamidah 
Rogers for Britain. We will feature 
a short bio of each of our new 
additions to the MSF family 
starting with Dorothea.

Born in Sierra Leone, Dorothea 
has lived in Lebanon, Saudi Arabia 
and the UK.  She holds a BSc 
Honors degree.  She is married to 
Rashid Rogers and has four grown 
children.

Opened in 1977, Dorothea has 
served as Regional Chairperson 
and Trustee of Subud  Britain as 
well as serving as National Helper. 

“My main reason for working with 
Muhammad Subuh Foundation is 
that the aims of Subud are central 
to my life. I perceive MSF as the 
backbone of the Subud 
organization. Hence I am working 
for my own self-interest and 
development!” said Dorothea.

Kalimantan Gold Corporation(KGC)  shares donations to the MSF General Fund
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Foundation Contacts
Rayner Sutherland
Executive Director
Rayner@dccnet.com

Lillian Shulman
Administrator
8408 SE 33rd Ave,
Portland, OR 97222, USA
lillianshulman@netscape.net

Officers
Bachtiar Lorot, Chairman
Lawrence Fryer, Treasurer

Auditors
Thomas Westcott,
Chartered Accountants &
Registered Auditors

Trustees
Bachtiar Lorot, Spain
Olvia Reksodipoetro, Indonesia
Hannah Baerveldt, Indonesia
Lawrence Fryer, Germany
Lailani Moody, USA
Heloise Jackson, UK
Luke Penseney, Canada

National Liaisons
Britain: Dorothea Hamidah Rogers
Canada: Lester Sutherland
Colombia: Samuel Marcks
Democratic Republic of Congo: Arnaud Delune  
France: Annie Tavakilian, 
Francoise Ivanoff, & Harlinah Chalom
Germany: Hermina Ruetz
Indonesia: Aryati Prawoto, Lita Arida, 
Japan: Saodah Kimiko Hayashi
New Zealand: Judy Gibb
Norway: Raymond Hemsen
Spain: Jorge Guerin
USA: Maria Wallington

MSF eNEWS Team 
Hannah Baerveldt
Lillian Shulman
Rayner Sutherland
Heloise Jackson
Suzanna Dayne
Mardiyah A Miller

Translations Team
Samuel Chapleau
Arnaud Delune 
Francoise Ivanoff
Maryam Roldan
Martin Fisco
Arif Rivero
Nurlaila Arratia
Emmanuel Fajardo
Sebastian Alvarez Ayala

Donations 
and Bequests 
 

Bankers
NatWest
Victoria Place
Axminster
EX13 5AR
UK
Account name:
Muhammad Subuh Foundation
SWIFT code: NWBKGB2L
Account number: 00 75503190
IBAN:
GB09 NWBK 6073 0175 5031 90
Currency: USD

Website:
www.msubuh foundation.org

To comment or make contact
with the Muhammad Subuh
Foundation, please write to

Lillian Shulman:
lillianshulman@netscape.net

Bapak confirmed that the role of the Muhammad Subuh Foundation is to 
serve as the receptacle to receive the bequests of Subud members for the 
long-range stability and development of Subud.

MSF continues to provide many grants and loans to Subud groups for 
meeting facilities, to the World Subud Association for international helper  
travel, to Susila Dharma International Association, Subud International 
Cultural Association and others. Yet, in the past two years, perhaps as a 
result of the global economic situation, MSF has received very few new 
donations, bequests and enterprise contributions.   Worthy funding requests 
are increasing in number and size from around the world. We encourage 
you to support this development of Subud through your generous donations 
to the Muhammad Subuh Foundation.  

MSF donors are assured that their financial support is used in the best 
possible way, and in accordance with their wishes. With over twenty years’ 
experience in investments and grant making, the Muhammad Subuh 
Foundation has detailed procedures and guidelines in place to offer a secure 
giving environment, with regular monitoring and assessment of grant 
disbursements.

To establish your fund or to receive more information on how you can 
support Subud throughout the world, contact the Foundation administrator, 
Lillian Shulman, at: lillianshulman@netscape.net

The Muhammad Subuh Foundation is for all of Subud. It is from Subud 
Members for Subud Members, Subud Groups and Subud organizations. 

If you have suggestions or if you would like to share your story about a grant 
you or your group received please contact: Suzanna at sdayne@gmail.com 

Muhammad Subuh Foundation 
is registered in Virginia, U.S.A 
and is tax exempt under 501(c)3 
No. 52-1742864

MSF is now accepting applications for grants and/or loans to help fund the 
purchase/construction/renovation of Subud houses and the projects of 
Subud organizations. The submission deadline is May 31. Please contact 
Lillian Shulman for more information or an application form: 
lillianshulman@netscape.net
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